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February 3, 2018
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Who Are You, Really?”

Let us pray… 


Who are you, really? Do I really know me? Do you really know yourself? Strange questions but how do we answer them? We are all different and we can thank God for that. But why would I, at age 79, be asking myself, do I really know myself? Maybe I should rephrase that question and ask myself, do I really know myself as well as God knows me? How is it with you?

Back in the 1960’s there was a popular singing group called the Platters. They had a number 1 hit called “The Great Pretender.” Here are some of the words from a part of that song. “Oh, oh yes I'm the great pretender. Just laughin' and gay like a clown, I seem to be what I'm not, you see, I'm wearing my heart like a crown…” 

You know how you see young people watching a performer and they are singing right along with them? I used to do that whenever I heard the Platters sing. But these words, “Oh, oh yes I'm the great pretender. Can you remember times in your own life … when that was an adequate description of who you really were? A great pretender? Or maybe that may be describing who you are now. Are we living a life that is completely true, or could we be living a false witness? Please do not be thinking that what I am saying applies to someone else. We all want to go to heaven, but are we really ready to meet Jesus? He’s not going to change our character when He comes, the change will be in the body, from mortal to immortal. But the character must be fit for heaven or He cannot bring us to that Holy place. This is why the command is, “Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16.


It’s very easy to be a great pretender when we are at church, amongst our brothers and sisters of like faith. But how are we at work, and especially how are we at home? How do we treat those who mean the most to us? How do we treat those who mean the least to us? 

My middle son’s first wife, who is now deceased, used to work at the SDA General Conference offices in Silver Spring, Maryland. Her job was to make travel arrangements for GC execs and well respected speakers in the denomination. Some were very courteous, and she had high regard for them. However, there were some that treated her as a sub-human. Irritable and impatient, some would speak to her in a very disrespectful way when there may have been an easily correctable error. Some would become angry if she booked them in coach and would demand they be changed to first class. But how is your behavior when your out there amongst people, and you perceive that someone has offended you? Or anyone who gets under your skin and tries your patience to the limit? Do you recognize that Jesus died for them also, and that God has an angel recording your every act and your every word?


Do you remember from last week what Jesus said in Matthew 12:36? “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.”  If Jesus said it, shouldn’t we be obedient to His instruction? Then what did He mean by every idle word? The Greek word is argos and simply means useless or pointless. So we can conclude that Jesus wants our words to be useful and meaningful, and that we need to eliminate the useless words. If we practiced that, would we really talk as much as we do? Some say we have two ears and one mouth, therefore we should listen twice as much as we talk. But there are some people that behave as if they have one ear and two mouths. They talk far more than they listen.

We are again talking about character today and I want to hit on another area that is a character flaw and has had a profound impact on my own life. Being part English-Irish and part German, can you guess what that flaw may be? It was a bad temper. Oh how I used to get so angry over the smallest things. Why? Because I wanted everything to be perfect. I was easily irritated at other people’s sloppiness and indifference in the smallest things.

In 1993 my sister Mary and I went to visit a cousin in Germany. One day while strolling the neighborhood, I happened to notice that on one street there was a group of homes that were all similar in architecture and layout. Every house was neat and well kept. Every house had their wood piles in the exact same place. Every wood pile had wood that was all cut to the same length and stacked where all the wood was flush; not one piece sticking out a fraction of an inch further than another. House after house it was the same thing, until we got to the last house. That house did not display pride of ownership and the wood pile was stacked with wood cut to different lengths and each piece was so haphazardly placed that there was no uniformity whatsoever. When we got back to my cousin’s house, I asked him about these houses, the wood piles in particular. Why was every woodpile perfect, but the last house was so disorganized? He said, oh, that man is a Romanian.


The S.O.P. says this in ST, April 22, 1880 par. 10, “God requires his people to be neat and orderly. All his directions to the children of Israel were of a character to establish habits of order and cleanliness in their dress, and in their surroundings. This was essential in order for them to preserve health, and to exert a proper influence upon other nations as a people adopted by the living God.”  


Here is the test: Can we be neat and orderly in our cleanliness and surroundings, without being overbearing with others? In other words, can we maintain the fruit of the Spirit at all times? There’s that big word all again. It’s amazing how all encompassing the word all is. 


So whether we are at church, or at work, at home at the store, or wherever we are, how do we individually answer these questions? Am I always exhibiting all the fruit of the Spirit that we find in Galatians 5:22, 23? Am I always loving, joyful, at peace, longsuffering, gentle, good, a person of strong faith; Am I meek and am I always practicing temperance? I can honestly say that that does not describe who I have always been. But thanks be to our God in heaven and for the Holy Spirit who inspired Paul to write in his epistle to the believers in Philippi, chapter 4, verse 13. “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 

God was and still is speaking to me. I, Richard Vaughn, riddled with character flaws, who has been an angry person with a temper that had a hair trigger, I can do all things through Christ which gives me the strength to do all things. That big word all means that I Richard Vaughn can be loving, I can experience joy, I can know peace, I can be longsuffering and tolerate things that used to irritate me, I can be kind and gentle with others, I can be good, and I can be temperate in all areas in my life. Meekness is not weakness, it is strength under control, and therefore through Christ, I can be meek.

But all of this is only possible “… through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Without Christ in control, I was out of control and was a servant of sin. If you have done this next thing, you are not an original, because I used to try to justify my unruly anger by pointing to Christ and how He chased the moneychangers out of the temple. I was attempting to justify my bad behavior with Christ’s righteous indignation. But when I would analyze what would set me off, there was nothing righteous about it. 
The spirit of Prophecy puts it this way in DA 310.4 and .5

It is true there is an indignation that is justifiable, even in the followers of Christ. When they see that God is dishonored, and His service brought into disrepute, when they see the innocent oppressed, a righteous indignation stirs the soul. Such anger, born of sensitive morals, is not a sin. But those who at any supposed provocation feel at liberty to indulge anger or resentment are opening the heart to Satan. Bitterness and animosity must be banished from the soul if we would be in harmony with heaven.  {DA 310.4}


I believe one of the Bible’s missed punctuations is found in Ephesians 4:26 “Be ye angry, and sin not:” should not be a statement, it is really asking a question. Instead of reading it with a colon, read it with a question mark. “Be ye angry, and sin not?” Why do I say that? I say that because I know from personal experience that unrighteous anger is sin.


The Bible says this in Romans 6:16 “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” When I indulged anger I was the servant of sin unto death. When I indulged anger people did not see the loving Jesus in my countenance.
Listen to what the Holy Spirit wrote to us on this topic through His prophet:

     "If we indulge anger, lust, covetousness, hatred, selfishness, or any other sin, we become servants of sin. "No man can serve two masters." If we serve sin, we cannot serve Christ. The Christian will feel the promptings of sin, for the flesh lusteth against the Spirit; but the Spirit striveth against the flesh, keeping up a constant warfare. Here is where Christ's help is needed. Human weakness becomes united to divine strength, and faith exclaims, "Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!"  {LHU 144.4}

From personal experience I know anger is sin because I have seen my distorted face in a mirror when I had experienced rage. There is nothing Christ-like in the face of an angry Christian man or woman. One time I was so extremely angry at my brother-in-law who would not answer the phone. He was at a neighbor’s house and even though he was handed the phone in an emergency situation, he refused to take the phone. This caused me to go over the edge with anger. I believe that that was the day that I developed the aneurism in my aorta. If he were in front of me and I had a gun, I would have shot him, reloaded and shot him again. That was the day that I knew my anger could be deadly, not only to others, but to my own health. Anger, like jealousy, is a wasted, dangerous emotion and if we retain this sinful, Satanic characteristic, it is a salvational issue that would disqualify the possessor. I have since given the Lord my anger and I never want it back, even though there have been times it wants to come back into my life. It is only by the grace of God and Christ who strengthens me, that anger, for the most part, keeps its distance from me. When I was writing the book, there were times where I had many anxious moments and did get upset, unnecessarily, but you know how it is. When Satan taunts you and you become impatient, and then say or do something stupid, you realize Satan scored a win in that battle and our Father was disappointed again.


How is it with you? Listen brothers and sisters, the people we are when we are at church, are not always the people we really are. That is why the sermon title is, “Who are you, really?” 

Listen to me just now, it is when you are brought into a trial, no matter how severe the test, how you react is who you really are. Did you understand what I just said? I will repeat it because we all need to hear it. It is not the person who comes to church with a happy, joy filled Christian face that is the real you, it is when you are brought into a trial, no matter how severe the test, how you react is who you really are. What do people see when you are stressed? Is it the same face that you bring to church? My point is, our case is not hopeless.

Listen, my dear brothers and sisters, the Holy Spirit wrote the Bible through inspired men. Likewise, the Spirit of Prophecy is the “Testimony of Jesus” written by the Holy Spirit through the hand of a woman who had a third grade education. To reject those writings is to reject the testimony of Jesus and to grieve the Holy Spirit. Such a one’s faith is in vain. Now listen to what the Holy Spirit inspired, “Testimony of Jesus,” has given us in regards to our character flaws regardless of what they are. Listen carefully:

“There are those who have known the pardoning love of Christ, and who really desire to be children of God, yet they realize that their character is imperfect, their life faulty, and they are ready to doubt whether their hearts have been renewed by the Holy Spirit. To such I would say, Do not draw back in despair. We shall often have to bow down and weep at the feet of Jesus because of our shortcomings and mistakes; but we are not to be discouraged. Even if we are overcome by the enemy, we are not cast off, not forsaken and rejected of God. No; Christ is at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Said the beloved John, "These things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." And do not forget the words of Christ, "The Father himself loveth you." John 16:27. He desires to restore you to Himself, to see His own purity and holiness reflected in you. And if you will but yield yourself to Him, He that hath begun a good work in you will carry it forward to the day of Jesus Christ.”  

     “All sin . . . may be overcome by the Holy Spirit's power.”  {FLB 118.4 & 118.5}

And finally listen to this statement, “It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner. 

--General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132, 133.  

We need to take serious note of this statement, “It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty  (That’s less than 5% church) whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner.” We’re talking about being safe to save. God is not taking the unconverted to heaven no matter how holy such think they are.

She went on to say this is the reason not one in twenty is prepared to close their earthly history, “So many have brought into the church their own unsubdued spirit, unrefined; their spiritual taste is perverted by their own immoral, debasing corruptions, symbolizing the world in spirit, in heart, in purpose, confirming themselves in lustful practices, and are full of deception through and through in their professed Christian life.”
What would be one of those immoral, debasing corruptions that is a character flaw with a Luciferian stamp of approval that God hates and one  that we have all struggled with? That would be pride. How serious is it to get the victory over this deadly enemy?
Listen to what the Holy Spirit wrote through our prophet. “The evil that led to Peter's fall and that shut out the Pharisee from communion with God is proving the ruin of thousands today. There is nothing so offensive to God or so dangerous to the human soul as pride and self-sufficiency. Of all sins it is the most hopeless, the most incurable.”
I want to spend a few minutes in closing on this deadly character flaw pride. I am very familiar with this abominable defect found in most people. Pride is the very first in the list of the seven deadly sins that scripture says God hates, in Proverbs 6:16-19, which we looked at last week. If God hates it, why do we want to possess it? Pride will deprive us of the heavenly reward. Pride separates members of families. Pride will come between friends. Pride even prevents church members from coming into unity. This is truly a sad fact. My sisters and my brothers, is there a family member that you won’t speak to because of a long standing rift? Reconcile and make it right no matter who was at fault. And like wise is there a brother or a sister in the church who has offended you, then let us do what Jesus Himself commands us to do in Matthew 5:23, 24. Turn there please as we read this together. Matthew 5:23, 24. “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother (that can also mean sister) hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” This is Jesus telling us to make it right and kill the pride that prevents such a reconciliation. 
You have heard me say that you cannot dance if you’re holding a grudge. I am not encouraging dancing, but what I am talking about is knowing the inner joy and the peace that passes all understanding. If we reject this command of Christ and choose to hold ought against a brother or a sister, our prayers, our worship and our faith is in vain and only Satan is pleased. We rob ourselves of peace and joy. Make things right my sister, do it my brother, and please the Savior who longs for your salvation.
Every one of us here has had a problem friend or a problem relative or maybe a problem with a church member…everyone here at some time in your life, you have felt that someone has trespassed against you. It is really wonderful if you have repaired the breach in your friendship or in your family or with that church member. But I am appealing just now to you dear sister, I am speaking to you my dear brother, heaven is not going to be just right if you are not there. I shudder to think of that as a possibility. But listen to Jesus in Matthew 6:12. “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” Jesus is stating in this model prayer to the Father, that God is to forgive us as we forgive. Now verses 13 and 14. “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Put a silencer on your pride for one moment and answer me this one question; according to Jesus’ instruction we just read, If you do not go to a brother or a sister and forgive them and reconcile, regardless of who was at fault or how they receive you, than can God save you? 
Let me ask you this also because this is so serious. Listen, if 1,000 years after Jesus came for the redeemed, you wake up in the second resurrection, outside the New Jerusalem, was withholding forgiveness worth it? If we do not forgive our sister or our brother, God cannot forgive us, neither can He save us, it’s just that serious. We may win the argument here and lose what Jesus died to give us.

Now I’m going to ask you my last question. Is there anyone in this church family that you do not want to see in heaven? If a name flashed into your mind … I ask you, Why? … Why?
Shall we pray…
